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Drugs Policy 
 
Rationale 
 
An important part of the overall ethos of North Coast Integrated College is its aim to 
promote the general welfare, health and development of its students and to protect 
them from harm.  The misuse of drugs represents a significant danger to the welfare, 
health and development of students. 
 
Therefore, it is the College’s policy to firmly discourage the misuse of drugs by its 
students.  This will be implemented in the main through the College’s Drugs 
Education Programme. 
 
However, it remains possible that incidents of drug misuse may occur from time to 
time among students on the premises of North Coast Integrated College.  These 
incidents will involve breaches of the law to which the College has a legal obligation 
to respond.   
 
The Principal is the teacher in charge of all drug related incidents. 
 
Definition of the term ‘drug’ 
 
Drugs can be categorised into three areas. 
 

1. Substances which are legal, but whose sale is restricted.  Drugs in this 
category include alcohol, tobacco and prescribed drugs. 

 
2. Volatile substances available directly over the counter which are designed  

primarily for other purposes but which can also be used to intoxicate.  
Substances in this category include glues, aerosols, tippex, deodorants, 
gas lighter fuels, poppers and magic mushrooms. 

 
3. Substances which are illegal.  Substances in this category include  

cannabis, heroin, cocaine, ‘speed’, LSD and Ecstasy.  However, this list is 
for example only and is not exhaustive. 

 
Dealing with drug related incidents in the College 
 
Principles 
 

1. The Principal must be informed of all drug-related incidents. 
2. Parents must be notified where the facts show that a student has been 

involved in a drug-related incident. 
3. The Police must be notified of any drug-related activities or discoveries in or 

around the College premises. 



2 

 

4. Suitable action must be taken within the College to ensure the safety of 
everyone concerned. 

 
Search Procedures 
 
If it is suspected that an illegal substance is on the College premises or in the 
possession of a student, a search should be made of school property.  A search may 
be made of personal property (bags, pockets etc) of the student involved by the 
Principal in the presence of another adult.  If they refuse to allow this search then 
they must be informed that the Police and their parents will be called in. 
 
Finding a substance on College premises 
 
If an unknown substance which is suspected to be a drug is discovered on College 
premises, the following procedures should be applied. 
 
1. The substance should be handled carefully.  The member of staff who  

      discovers the substance should not taste it, smell it or handle it with cut or  
      scratched hands. 
 

2.  The substance should be taken to the Principal or Vice Principal for Pastoral   Care 
who will lock it away until the Police can take it for analysis. 

 
3.          The Principal must be informed immediately. 
 
4.  The Principal should pass the substance to the police.  The Police will be 

asked to provide feedback on the results of the analysis. 
 
6.  The member of staff who discovered the substance should make a written     
            record of the action which has been taken. 
 
7. The Principal should inform the Board of Governors. 
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Suspicion that a student has taken drugs on College premises 
 
If a student is suspected of having taken drugs on College premises, the following 
procedures should be applied. 
 
1      If the student is conscious: 

 
(a) the Principal or VP should be informed immediately; 
 
(b) the member of staff who discovered the student should attempt to find 

out what substance the student has taken and how much of it he or she 
has taken; 

 
 (c) Parent/ guardians are contacted and informed of our concern and asked 

to come in to school. 
 

(d) If it is decided that the student require hospital treatment, the College 
person should arrange for the student to be sent to hospital and the 
Principal should inform the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s). 

 
2 If the student is not conscious: 
 

(a) the member of staff who discovers the student should place the student 
in the recovery position and stay with him or her; 

 
(b) the member of staff who discovers the student should send someone to 

phone for an ambulance; 
 

(c) the member of staff who discovered the student should attempt to find 
out what substance the student has taken and how much of it he or she 
has taken. 

 
(d) the Principal or VP must be informed immediately. 

 
(e) the Principal should inform the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s). 

 
4 The Principal should conduct the search procedures in accordance with the 

College policy. 
 

5 If they have not already been contacted, the Principal must contact the 
students parent(s)/guardians(s). 

 
6 The Principal should contact the local PSNI using 101. 
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The Principal should inform the appropriate officer of the EA. 
 

7 The member of staff who discovered the student, and the Principal should 
each write a detailed report of the incident, including full details of any 
action which they have taken. 

 
8 The Principal should inform the Board of Governors. 

 
9 The Principal should decide upon the disciplinary measures to be taken.   
         Where it is proven that drugs have been brought into school, passed to 
         another, sold or taken by students the recommendation to the BOG will be  
         expulsion from NCIC. Each case will be considered independently.  

 
10 To ensure that the health and safety of our own students is not 

compromised North Coast Integrated College will not accept a student that 
has been excluded from another school for a drug-related incident unless 
directed by the EA. 

 
 
Suspicion that a student possesses or is distributing an illegal substance. 
 
If a student is suspected of being in possession of, or of having been in possession of, 
distributing or having distributed an illegal substance, the following procedure 
should be applied: 
 
1.  The member of staff who suspects that the student is or has been in possession of  
      an illegal substance should assess whether the student will be cooperative. 
 
2.  If it is considered that the student will cooperate: 
 

(a)   the student, along with his or her school bag and other possessions, 
should be taken to the designated teacher; 

 
(b) the Principal must be informed immediately; 
 
(c) the Principal should inform the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s); 

 
(d) the Principal should conduct the search procedures according to the 

College policy; and 
 

(e) the teacher in charge of drug-related incidents or the Principal should 
contact the local PSNI Juvenile Liaison Officer if the search produces 
something which is suspected of being an illegal substance or if grounds 
for suspicion remain. 
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3.   If it is considered that the student will not cooperate: 

a. the student should be detained; 
b. the Police should be called to the College; 
c. the Principal must be informed immediately; and 
d. the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) should be informed of the incident 

by the Principal. 
 
4           The member of staff who suspected that the student was in possession of an     

illegal substance, and the Principal should each write a detailed report of the 
incident, including full details of any action which they have taken. 

 
5. The Principal should inform the appropriate officer of the EA. 
 
6. The Principal should decide upon the disciplinary measures to be taken. 

 
7.  The Principal should inform the Board of Governors. 
 


