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Year 10 Questions and Answers 
 
Do I have to study everything on the list? 
 
No.  Your choices will be a combination of what you have to study and what 
you want to study.  In certain cases some of your subjects could be replaced 
with something a bit different, (for example, a work-related course in anything 
from Circuits and Wiring to Hair and Beauty Studies).  An extended period of 
work experience might also be a possibility.  This is something we will talk 
over with you during your Options Interview. 
 
How do I choose? 
 
Choosing your options carefully is really important, as you’ll be studying these 
subjects for the next two years.  Remember to take your time and think things 
through carefully.  Below are a few ‘do’s’ and don’ts’ to help you with this. 
 
Do your groundwork by finding out as much as you can about all of the 
subjects that interest you.  What exactly will they be covering? How much of 
the course will be practical (hands on)? How much will be theory? What 
percentage of your final grade will come from coursework and what 
percentage from exams? 
 
Do think about which subjects you’re strong at and which subjects you enjoy.  
You’re more likely to do well in subjects that you’re reasonably strong at and 
find interesting. 
 
Do find out which subjects you’ll need to study for the career that interest you.  
Some jobs may require certain subjects at GCSE, while others studying 
particular subjects can be helpful.  Use your school’s careers teacher and 
careers library to check this out. 
 
Do seek out as much help as possible.  This could include talking to your 
subject teachers,Head of year and careers teacher. 
 
Don’t choose subjects just so that you can stay together with your friends. 
 
Don’t choose subjects just because you like the teacher or think the trips 
you’d go on as part of the course look good. 
 
Don’t think about ‘boys’ subjects and ‘girls’ subjects- remember that all 
courses are open to you. 
 
Don’t panic.  Everyone ends up with enough subjects and very few students 
end up disappointed with their choices. 
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CCEA GCSE Art and Design 
 
 
Brief summary of the course: 
GCSE Art & Design has two major components –  
Unit 1: The Core Portfolio – (Controlled Assessment) 
Unit 2: Working to a Stimulus. 
 
Method of study: 
Preparatory work – Visual investigation in a variety of media, drawing, 
painting, photography etc, the majority of which must be first hand.  
 
Development work – This is work produced in a variety of media and 
technologies demonstrating your ability to sustain purposeful and appropriate 
lines of enquiry.  A range of areas and avenues of exploration will be pursued 
to a greater or lesser extent showing the level of personal involvement you 
have had with the theme. You will be expected to show the ability to 
experiment with media, processes and techniques. One of your main areas of 
exploration will lead directly to your final outcome. 
 
Historical and Contextual Studies – Material relating to the work of other 
artists that has an influence or a bearing on your own practice including 
studies and copies of others work.  
 
Final Outcome: 
Follow one area of enquiry through to a final outcome in either fine art, craft or 
design in 2D or 3D. This typically takes the form of a painting, sculpture, 
design piece, item of clothing etc. When the final outcome is created it should 
be related to work already existing in the development stages as well as 
showing some influence from artists/designers who use similar techniques, 
influences etc. 
 
ESA: 
In January of year 12, you will be given the set theme and stimuli for Working 
to a Stimulus in an examination paper. Students will complete their final 
outcome during the supervised 10 hour period, before the May date specified 
in the examination timetable. The ESA will take the format of a theme or 
context to be developed in 2D or 3D, Design or Fine Art. Your ESA will take 
the same structure as a coursework project. 
 
What you will be studying: 
Exact dates and timescales will be given as soon as they are issued by the 
examination board. 
 
The Core Portfolio   60%  Edited portfolio made up of no  
       more than 20 A2 sheets 
Working to a Stimulus  40%  Final outcome completed  
       within a set period of 10 hours. 
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Progression Opportunities: 
Advertising   Product Design 
Architecture   System Design 
Archaeology   Theatre Design 
Illustration   Textile Design 
Restoration   Graphic Design 
Photography   Interior Design 
Printing   Fashion Design 
Research   Window Display 
Lighting   Model Making 
Marketing   Photo Journalism 
Television   Film Making 
Fine Art   Community Artist 
Media    Art Therapist 
Make Up   Landscape Architecture 
Beauty Therapy  Gallery Administrator 
Teaching   Hair Dressing  
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CCEA GCSE Child Development 

 
Brief summary of the course: 
GCSE Child Development is a two year course and it focuses on the study of 
the physical, social, intellectual and emotional development of young children 
from conception to the age of five years.  It encourages knowledge and 
understanding of pregnancy, the needs of young children, the roles and 
responsibilities of parents, and the social and environmental influences 
affecting family life. 
 
Course Aim: 
The aim of the course is to allow pupils to develop an understanding of 
pregnancy, the 
responsibilities of being a parent and the overall needs of young children 
 
Method of study: 
Pupils will be actively engaged in Child Development activities. 
 
What you will be studying: 
The assessment of GCSE Child Development  
 

Content Assessment Weighting (how 
much is it 
worth?) 

When can I 
complete this? 

Parenthood, 
Pregnancy 
and 
Childbirth 

1 exam paper 
lasting one hour 

20% Every Summer 

Child 
Development 
(0-5 years) 

1 exam paper 
lasting one hour 

20% Every Summer 

Controlled 
Assessment 
Investigation 
Task 

One controlled 
assessment task 

40% Every January or 
Summer 

Controlled 
Assessment 
Short Task 

One controlled 
assessment task 

20% Every January or 
Summer 

 
 
Course Content:  

This course focuses on the study of the physical, social, intellectual and 
emotional development of young children from conception to the age of five 
years. 

The course is divided  into two learning and teaching units: 
Unit 1: Parenthood, Pregnancy and Childbirth  
Pupils will study: 



 7 

 Parenthood and responsibilities  
 Pregnancy  
 Healthy diet and lifestyle in pregnancy  
 Birth  

Unit 2: Child Development (0-5 years)  

Pupils will study: 

 The newborn baby  
 Physical development of the child up to five years old  
 Intellectual development of the child up to five years old  
 The social and emotional development of a child up to five years  
 Child care provision and sources of support available  
 Safety, first aid and childhood diseases  
 Choosing clothes and shoes for young children  
 Weaning and dietary needs of the child.  

Progression Opportunities: 
The study of this subject at GCSE can lead to the following careers: 
Nursery teacher, nursery assistant, registered child minder, nurse, midwife, 
dietician, paediatrician, school teacher, classroom assistant and many more! 

The course provides a sound basis for the further study of Child Care  and 
related subjects at a more advanced level. 
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GCSE Construction 
 
The GSCE Construction course is followed over years 11 and 12 with 
moderation and examination at the end of year 12.   
 
The Course shall comprise three units over the two years: 
 
Unit 1 – Employment in the Construction Industry (40%) 
This unit involves: 

 Introduction to the Built Environment  

 Employment in the Construction Industry 

 Economic Resource Considerations 

 Health & Safety 

 Construction Technology 

 Sustainable Development  
 
This unit will be undertaken throughout years 11 and 12.  It may require a few 
site visits (organised) and will involve independent research (guided) on 
behalf of the student.   
The unit is externally assessed.   
One written Exam.   
The paper lasts 1 hour 30 minutes 
 
Unit 2 – Craft Project (30%) 
Students carry out a craft project and produce a craft project folder. 
Controlled assessment.  The teacher assesses the work and marks it.   
Externally moderated. 
 
Unit 3 – Computer Aided Drawing (30%) 
This module requires the production of a folio of CAD drawings showing a 
variety of constructional details e.g. Orthographic / Isometric drawings of 
bricks, doors, windows, craft project; annotated drawings showing details of 
strip foundation, window sill, lintel, door/window jamb; annotated drawings 
showing floor plan, elevation, section. 
 
This unit will be undertaken throughout years 11 and 12.  Students will use the 
AutoCAD 2007 software for these drawings and shall be taken through the 
use of this software via tutorial booklets.  Students also have the opportunity 
to buy this software for home use (recommended). 
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CCEA GCSE in English Language and English Literature 
 
 
Brief summary of the course:  
We will be following the CCEA GCSE English Language and English 
Literature syllabus. Completion of this course will result in two GCSE grades 
being awarded. The syllabus comprises the following modules taught across 
the two years of study: 
 
Unit 1: Personal Writing and Reading Multi-Modal Texts 
Unit 2: Functional Writing and Reading Non-Fiction 
Unit 3: Speaking and Listening 
Unit 4: Studying Spoken and Written Language and Writing Creatively 
 
Unit 5: The Study of Prose 
Unit 6: The Study of Drama and Poetry 
Unit 7: The Study of Linked Texts 
 

(Units 1-4 make up the stand-alone GCSE English Language; Units 5-7 
make up GCSE English Literature) 

 
 
Method of study: 
The foundation for the study of GCSE English Language and Literature 
is classroom-based and teacher-led, and includes activities which 
encourage the student to work independently, as well as with others. 
The course content is substantial in terms of independent reading and 
research, and the production of written answers to classwork and coursework, 
therefore commitment to private study is essential to success in this subject. 
 
What you will be studying: 
Unit 1: Personal Writing and Reading Multi-Modal Texts 
Candidates are required to read two multi-modal texts, identifying writer’s craft 
and design/presentational features. The writing task on this paper requires 
students to write from personal experience or opinion. Assessment will be 
through an external examination lasting 1 hour and 30 minutes. This module 
is worth 20% of the GCSE English Language mark. 
 
Unit 2: Functional Writing and Reading Non-Fiction 
Candidates are required to read and understand a range of non-fiction texts, 
identifying the writers’ crafts and transferring these skills into their own writing 
for a range of genres, audiences and purposes. Assessment will be through 
an external examination lasting 1 hour and 30 minutes. This module is worth 
20% of the GCSE English Language mark. 
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Unit 3: Speaking and Listening. Candidates will be assessed on three 
Speaking and Listening tasks. They will be assessed on one activity in each of 
the following categories: 

 Presenting 

 Discussing and Listening 

 Role playing. 
 
In Speaking and Listening activities, candidates should: 

 present and listen to information and ideas 

 respond to the questions and views of others, adapting talk 
appropriately to context and audience 

 make a range of effective contributions, using creative 
approaches to exploring questions, solving problems and 
developing ideas 

 
This module is examined by Controlled Assessment in school and is worth 
20% of the GCSE English Language mark. 
 
Unit 4: Understanding and Producing Creative Texts. This module is 
divided into three sections – Section A deals with the reading of written texts, 
Section B deals with the writing of creative texts, and Section C deals with the 
analysis of spoken language. 
 
Unit 5: The Study of Prose 
The paper allows students to demonstrate their ability to respond critically and 
imaginatively to a prose text. There is a choice of two questions on each text; 
students must answer one. 
 
Candidates will be expected to consider: 

 ideas, themes and issues 

 characterisation 

 settings. 

 writers’ language and techniques. 
 
This module is assessed through a one hour examination worth 25% of the 
GCSE English Literature mark. 
 
Unit 6: The Study of Drama and Poetry 
In this unit candidates will be expected to demonstrate their ability to 
respond critically and imaginatively to a drama text. They will also take a 
skills-based approach to poetry, learning how to make an informed personal 
response to a range of poems. 
 
 
This module will be assessed through a two hour external examination: 
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Section B is based on the study of a cluster of twelve poems based on the 
same theme from the CCEA Poetry Anthology and is worth 20% of the GCSE 
English Literature mark 
 
Section C asks candidates to respond to an unseen poem and is worth 10% 
of the GCSE English Literature mark 
 
This module is worth 50% of the GCSE English Literature mark. 
 
Unit 7: The Study of Linked Texts 
Candidates will submit one task linking candidates’ study of one play by 
Shakespeare with one other prose text from the English Literary Heritage.  
Students will be given four hours to complete the task. 
 
This unit will be assessed by means of Controlled Assessment and is worth 
25% of the GCSE English Literature mark. 

 
Progression Opportunities: 
A sound understanding of reading/writing skills in English is the foundation of 
any career choice for our students. In addition, achieving a good grade in 
GCSE English is a vital requirement for most courses in further and higher 
education. A minimum C Grade in English must be achieved to allow entry 
into university courses.  
 
Entry requirements:     
The study of GCSE English Language is compulsory. The study of GCSE 
English Literature will be offered to students who have demonstrated a 
commitment to, and an aptitude for the study of English at Key Stage 3.   
 
. 
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CCEA GCSE in English Language 
 
Brief summary of the course:  
We will be following the CCEA GCSE English Language syllabus. Completion 
of this course will result in two GCSE grades being awarded. The syllabus 
comprises the following modules taught across the two years of study: 
 
Unit 1: Personal Writing and Reading Multi-Modal Texts 
Unit 2: Functional Writing and Reading Non-Fiction 
Unit 3: Speaking and Listening 
Unit 4: Studying Spoken and Written Language and Writing Creatively 
 
 
Method of study: 
The foundation for the study of GCSE English Language is classroom-
based and teacher-led, and includes activities which encourage the 
student to work independently, as well as with others. The course content 
is substantial in terms of independent reading and research, and the 
production of written answers to classwork and coursework, therefore 
commitment to private study is essential to success in this subject. 
 
What you will be studying: 
Unit 1: Personal Writing and Reading Multi-Modal Texts 
Candidates are required to read  two multi-modal texts, identifying both 
writer’s craft and design/presentational features. The writing task on this paper 
requires students to write from personal experience or opinion. Assessment 
will be through an external examination lasting 1 hour and 30 minutes. This 
module is worth 20% of the GCSE English Language mark. 
 
Unit 2: Functional Writing and Reading Non-Fiction 
Candidates are required to read and understand a range of non-fiction texts, 
identifying the writers’ crafts and transferring these skills into their own writing 
for a range of genres, audiences and purposes. Assessment will be through 
an external examination lasting 1 hour and 30 minutes. This module is worth 
20% of the GCSE English Language mark. 

Unit 3: Speaking and Listening. Candidates will be assessed on three 
Speaking and Listening tasks. They will be assessed on one activity in each of 
the following categories: 

 Presenting 

 Discussing and Listening 

 Role playing. 
 
In Speaking and Listening activities, candidates should: 

 present and listen to information and ideas 

 respond to the questions and views of others, adapting talk 
appropriately to context and audience 
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 make a range of effective contributions, using creative 
approaches to exploring questions, solving problems and 
developing ideas 

 
This module is examined by Controlled Assessment in school and is worth 
20% of the GCSE English Language mark. 
 
Unit 4: Understanding and Producing Creative Texts. This module is 
divided into three sections – Section A deals with the reading of written texts, 
Section B deals with the writing of creative texts, and Section C deals with the 
analysis of spoken language. 

 
Progression Opportunities: 
A sound understanding of reading/writing skills in English is the foundation of 
any career choice for our students. In addition, achieving a good grade in 
GCSE English is a vital requirement for most courses in further and higher 
education. A minimum C Grade in English must be achieved to allow entry 
into university courses.  
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GCSE Geography  
 
 
In Year 11 pupils will have the option of studying Geography to GCSE Level.  
This course is concept based – the concepts being expressed in the context 
of 2 inter-related themes of human and physical geography. 
The course reflects a clear overall view of Geography in the first part of the 
21st Century.  It allows candidates to develop and enrich their sense of place 
whilst remaining relevant to the dynamic and ever changing Geography of the 
world.   
 
The two themes are: 
Unit 1:  Understanding Our Natural World. 
Theme A:  The Dynamic Landscape,  
Theme B:  Our Changing  Weather and Climate 
Theme C:  The Restless Earth 
 
Unit 2:   Living in Our World 
Theme A:  People and Where They Live 
Theme B:  Contrasts in World Development 
Theme C: Managing our Resources 
 
This course allows the opportunity to develop: - communication skills, 
graphical and cartographical skills, ICT skills, interpersonal skills, literacy and 
numeracy, problem solving skills, entreprenueurial skills and awareness of 
career possibilities. 
 
Assessment Arrangements 
The assessment consists of three components: 
 
Unit 1:  Understanding Our Natural World 
Written paper – 1 hour 30 mins – 75 marks – 37.5%  
 
Unit 2:  Living in Our World 
Written paper – 1 hour 30 mins – 75 marks – 37.5%  
 
Unit 3:  Local fieldwork Investigation 
Controlled assessment – 60 marks – 25% 
 
Career Progression 
This qualification is a recognised part of the National Qualifications 
framework.  As such GCSE provides progression from KS3 to post 16 studies 
It lays an appropriate foundation for further study of geography or related 
subjects. In addition, it provides a worthwhile course for candidates of various 
ages and from diverse backgrounds in terms of general education and lifelong 
learning.    
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CCEA GCSE in History 
 
Brief summary of the course:  

GCSE CCEA History gives students opportunities to explore key political, 

economic and social events that have helped shape today’s institutions, 

governments and societies. 

Students study and evaluate systems of government and learn how the 

actions of government impact on individuals, groups and society as a whole. 

They explore the values, attitudes, perceptions and ideologies that have 

shaped human behaviour, endeavour and achievement in the past. They also 

study how men and women in the past have interacted with their 

environments and how the environment has contributed to and shaped 

historical events. 

Through studying History, students: 

 develop an understanding of history’s key value and significance for 

today’s society; 

 develop an awareness of how the past has been represented, interpreted 

and given significance for different reasons and purposes; 

 acquire an understanding of social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity; 

 improve as effective and independent learners and as critical and reflective 

thinkers with curious and enquiring minds; 

 develop the ability to ask relevant and significant questions about the past, 

to carry out research and evaluate conclusions; 

 acquire an understanding of the nature of historical study, for example that 

history is concerned with interpretations based on available evidence and 

that historical interpretations may be provisional; 

 make links and draw comparisons with and/or across different periods and 

aspects of the past; 

 
What you will be studying (course content structure/modules): 
The course contains three modules.  Specific elements include: 

 Germany c1918-39 & Changing Relationships:  Britain, Northern Ireland and 

Ireland c1965-85 (50%) 

 Cold War 1945-1991 (25%) 

 Controlled Assessment:  The Atomic Bomb (25%) 

 
 
 
 



 16 

Progression Opportunities (progression/potential job occupations): 
There are some careers that you can do that require you to have 
a direct knowledge of History these include: 
 

Archaeology 
Architecture 
Auctioneer 
Conservation 
Genealogy 
 

Librarian  
Museum work 
Teaching 
history 
Theatre 
 

 
However, most History graduates go into careers that involve the skills you 
develop in History rather than the content you learn about. These careers 
include: 
 

Advertising 
Broadcasting 
Banking 
Diplomatic 
Services 
Journalism 
Information 
Analyst 
Civil Service 
Politics 

Media 
Public 
relations 
Marketing 
Management 
Law 
Police 
Publishing 
 

 
Entry Requirements: 
 
There is no prerequisite to study GCSE History 
 
 
 
. 
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GCSE Hospitality 

 
 Brief summary of the course: 
 
GCSE Hospitality is a two year course which allows students to develop a 
broad knowledge and understanding of the hospitality industry.  In particular, 
they learn about: 

 how hospitality organizations operate; 
 how the hospitality industry meets people’s needs; 
 the products and services offered by the hospitality industry; 
 employment possibilities in hospitality; 
 the importance of quality and customer service in the hospitality 

industry; 
 basic food hygiene practices; and 
 the skills required to provide food and drink for customers.  

Students develop the core skills required for working in the hospitality industry 
and transferable skills that are important in working life. Students are 
encouraged to gain a work placement in the hospitality industry. 

 What you will be studying (course content structure / modules) 
including assessment  

 

Content Assessment Weighting 
(how much 
is it worth?) 

When can I 
complete this? 

Unit 1 
The Hospitality 
Industry 

1 exam paper lasting 1 
hour 30 mins 

20% Summer 

Unit 2: 
Reception and 
Accommodation; 

1 exam paper lasting 1 
hour 30 mins,  

20% Summer 

Unit 3: Food and 
Drink. 

Students must 
complete  three 
controlled 
assessment 
tasks: 

 a log book; 
 a meal assignment; 

and 
 a function 

assignment. 

20% Summer 
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 Progression Opportunities (progression / potential job 
occupations)  

This course also prepares students for further study and can help students 
gain entry into courses such as Level 1 or 2 Diploma in Professional Cookery. 
 
The study of this subject at GCSE can be linked to the following careers:  
 

 professional chef 

 waiters,  

 front office managers,  

 events managers  

 account managers 

 Hospitality industry 

 Hotel management  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.nrc.ac.uk/course_details.asp?facultyid=4&courseid=83
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CCEA GCSE ICT 
 

 
                                           Brief summary of the course  
 
Course Aim:  
Through studying our GCSE in ICT, students become more independent and 
discerning users of ICT who can make informed decisions about its use. They 
have opportunities to acquire and apply creative and technical skills, 
knowledge and understanding of ICT in a range of contexts. They also 
develop their understanding of new technologies and their impact on society. 
They take a practical approach, developing and evaluating ICT-based 
solutions of their own to solve problems. At the same time, they focus on 
ensuring that their practice is safe, secure and responsible.  
 
Method of study:  
60% Controlled Assessment and 40% Exam 
 
What you will be studying: 

 Controlled Assessment 1: Database 

 Controlled Assessment 2:  Spreadsheet 

 Controlled Assessment 3:  PowerPoint 

 Controlled Assessment 4:  Web Development 

 Controlled Assessment 5:  Games Technology 

 Written Exam 
 
Progression Opportunities: 
This course prepares students for employment in the ICT area e.g. 
Technician, Computer Programmer, ICT Teacher etc… 
 
This course also: 

• Enables progression to further and higher education level and 
employment, 

• Applies knowledge across a range of ICT based scenarios, 
• Develops valuable and transferable skills to prepare you for an ever 

changing and dynamic work place. 
 
This course prepares students for employment in the ICT area e.g. 
Technician, computer Programmer, ICT Teacher…or 
 
Students can further their study at year 13 by completing: 
GCE in Applied ICT. 
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GCSE Learning for Life and work ( LLW ) 

Through studying this specification, students gain knowledge and 
understanding of: 

 diversity, social inclusion, rights and responsibilities;  
 the role of government and non-governmental organisations in 

protecting people’s rights;  
 democratic institutions and processes;  
 how to maximise physical and mental health and well-being;  
 relationships and sexuality;  
 how to be a discerning consumer;  
 the impact of globalisation on employment;  
 recruitment and selection procedures;  
 self-employment;  
 the work environment; and  
 the social responsibility of businesses.  

This course provides students with the skills they require to think 
independently, make informed decisions, and take appropriate action when 
faced with personal, social, economic and employment issues. 

 
This course is assessed only by coursework: there is no final examination.  
7 units are studied over 2 years by completing booklets in class. 
  
The units taught are:  

 Sex and Relationship Education, 

 Drugs Education,  

 Emotional Wellbeing,  

 Healthy Lifestyles,  

 Applying for Jobs and Courses,  

 Career Planning 

 Personal Safety  

 Being A Critical Consumer.  
 
A wide and varied range of topics which are relevant to teenagers are 
covered. Delivery of the course includes research ,visiting speakers, group 
work and normal class work. There is plenty of opportunity for pupils to give 
their views on these interesting topics. 
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CCEA GCSE MATHS 

In GCSE Mathematics, students are assessed against three assessment 
objectives. They must: 

 recall and use their knowledge of the prescribed content (AO1); 
 select and apply mathematical methods in a range of contexts (AO2); 

and 
 interpret and analyse problems and generate strategies to solve them 

(AO3). 

This course aims to encourage students to: 
 

 develop knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and 
concepts; 

 acquire and use problem-solving strategies; 

 select and apply mathematical techniques and methods in mathematical, 
every day and real-world situations; 

 reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and draw 
conclusions; 

 interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms 
appropriate to the information and context; and 

 acquire a foundation appropriate to a further study of mathematics and other 
disciplines. 

Pupils will follow a modular course where everything is examined in three 
papers, one calculator paper at the end of year 11 and a calculator and non-
calculator paper at the end of year 12. The content of each GCSE 
Mathematics unit relates to: 

 number and algebra; 
 geometry and measures; and 
 statistics and probability. 

The units all provide opportunities for students to develop and apply their 
mathematical skills to real-life contexts. 

The six available units are: 

 Unit T1: Foundation Tier 
 Unit T2: Foundation Tier 
 Unit T5: Foundation Tier Completion Test 
 Unit T3: Higher Tier 
 Unit T4: Higher Tier 
 Unit T6: Higher Tier Completion Test.  

The grades that students can achieve depend on the units that they sit for 
assessment. 
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Foundation Tier (Grade C – G) 

Content Assessment Weighting 

Unit T1: 

External written 
examination 
with calculator 
1 hour 30 minutes 

45% 

Unit T2: 

External written 
examination 
with calculator 
1 hour 30 minutes 

45% 

Unit T5: 
Foundation Completion Test 

(Compulsory) 

2 external written 
examinations: 
• Paper 1 without 
calculator - 1 hour 
• Paper 2 with 
calculator - 1 hour 

55% 

Higher Tier (Grade A* - D) 

Content Assessment Weighting 

Unit T3: 

External written 
examination 
with calculator 
2 hours  

45% 

Unit T2: 

External written 
examination 
with calculator 
2 hours  

45% 

Unit T5: 
Foundation Completion Test 

(Compulsory) 

2 external written 
examinations: 
• Paper 1 without 
calculator  
1 hour 15 minutes 
• Paper 2 with 
calculator  
1 hour 15 minutes 

55% 

 
 
Career Progression: 

It has never been more important for pupils to develop skill in the area of 
Mathematics.  Most areas of employment and university courses require 
individuals to have high levels of problem solving and decision making skills, 
all of which are developed through studying Mathematics.  Many University 
courses require pupils to have gained a grade C (or even grade B) in 
Mathematics as a condition of entry. 
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 GCSE MEDIA STUDIES  
 
External Assessment: Written Examinations: 40% 
Unit 1     40% - Thinking about the Media: Investigating and Planning 2 hrs 15 
mins 
80 marks  
 
Section A: Thinking about the media - Investigating 
Four questions: candidates respond to stimulus material chosen from a topic 
set by WJEC.   This section will also assess the way the contemporary media 
is convergent. 
 
Section B: Thinking about the media - Planning 
A series of tasks: candidates demonstrate planning and creative skills through 
a series of creative tasks which demonstrates knowledge of the convergent 
nature of the contemporary media. 
 
Controlled Assessment: 60% 
 
Unit 2 Creating for the media: Investigating and Producing 
 
Three pieces of work from at least two different media:  

 two textual investigations on two different media areas [one must be 

print-based] (20%) and 

 one media production consisting of research, planning, the production 

itself and an evaluation of the production (40%).  

 

 Examples of different media will thus include film, television, animated film, 

radio, magazines, music videos, websites and computer games. 

 
Progression Opportunities  
Audio-visual Technician 
Journalist 
Newspaper Editor 
Photographer 
Recording Industry Producer 
TV/Film Director 
 
Entry requirements      
There are no formal entry requirements, but you should be a person who 
enjoys the media, particularly newspapers, magazines and television. You 
should also be a person who likes to read and write, as there is a 
considerable quantity of reading and analysis in the course. A good grade in 
English will be helpful. 
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GCSE Modern Languages – French and Spanish  
 
Pupils will continue to study the Language which they have been studying in 
Year 10. 
 
Why study a Language? 

 On average people who can speak another language earn 10 % more 

 75% of the world’s population do not speak English 

 For enjoyment! 
 

A qualification in a language will make you more employable 
 

 
What will I study? 
Pupils will study the language in various contexts to enable them to converse 
in the foreign Language for both work and pleasure.They will also gain an 
appreciation of the culture of countries in which the Foreign Language is 
spoken. 
The course incorporates the 4 skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and 
Writing. 
 
Assessment 
 
There are 4 units: 
Listening and Reading exam- 20% each. This will be assessed as a final 
exam in June in year 12 
 
Speaking and Writing are assessed as Controlled Assessment. This means 
the work is done in class.Each unit is worth 30 % 
 
Career Opportunities 
The study of a foreign language equips pupils with many transferable skills for 
example, the ability to communicate, literacy, problem solving, managing 
information as well as the pleasure in being able to speak another language. 
 
Knowledge of a foreign language can  increase your geographical mobility. 
Languages can be used in any job. However certain sectors and 
organisations need linguists more than others, for example: 
 

 Civil Service 

 Travel and Tourism 

 Hotel Industry 

 Diplomatic Service 

 Cabin Crew 

 Transportation and distribution 

 Finance 
 



 25 

 
 
 
CCEA GCSE Moving Image Arts 
 
 
 
Brief summary of the course: 
 
This course aims to help students: 

 develop an understanding of film language in both theory and practice 

 develop ideas through investigating and experimenting with filmmaking 
techniques and processes 

 develop the ability to manage resources and equipment in relation to 
film production and to produce moving image artworks 

 develop technical competence in the use of filmmaking techniques and 

 evaluate the effectiveness of their own practice. 
 
Method of study: 
The GCSE Moving Image Arts course is made up of three units: 
 
Unit 1: Acquisition of skills in Moving Image Production. 
This unit aims to develop the student’s level of skill in two of seven defined 
film language areas. These are camera technique, sound, mise-en-scene, 
lighting, editing, animation and post-production. 
 
Unit 2: Planning and Making a Moving Image Product. 
This unit takes the form of an externally set assignment (ESA) and gives each 
student the opportunity to produce their own moving image product. 
 
Unit 3: Critical Response to Moving Image Products. 
In an online examination context, students respond critically to a series of 
questions relating to the five set films. 
 
The course prepares students for the study of moving image arts and related 
courses at GCE Advanced Level and Advanced Subsidiary Level. It also 
provides students who have an interest in developing a career within the 
areas of film or media, with relevant skills-based knowledge. 
 
What you will be studying 
 
Exact dates and timescales will be given as soon as they are issued by the 
examination board.  
The GCSE Moving Image Arts course is made up of three units: 
Unit 1:  Acquisition of Skills in Moving Image Production 20% 
Unit 2:  Planning and Making a Moving Image Product  40% 
Unit 3:  Critical response to Moving Image Products  40% 
 
 
Progression Opportunities  
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Advertising   Photography 
Illustration   Printing 
Research   Lighting 
Marketing   Teaching 
Television   Theatre design 
Model Making  Photo Journalism 
Film Making   Animation 
Media    ICT  
 
The attitudes and skills promoted through Moving Image Arts, such as 
imagination, flexibility, camera technique, sound, lighting, editing, appreciation 
of a range of cultures and manual and visual awareness make it an ideal 
contributory subject for many careers 

 
 

OS Technology and Innovation 
Unit : Digital Imaging  
Learners will develop skills in creating digital images using a variety of 
applications. They  
will learn the functions of a digital camera and understand the different styles 
and genres  
associated with photography. They will edit photographs and produce digital 
designs for  
print, screen and the internet . These are industry standard skills in 
photography and  
digital design. Learners should demonstrate a clear understanding of the 
career  
opportunities available in digital imagery. Health and safety, and 
environmental issues will  
also be considered.  
 This unit includes:  
• using a selection of equipment for digital photography and creative imaging;  
• capturing images in different styles and genres;  
• manipulating images in a software package, for example Photoshop;  
• presenting a photography project to an audience;  
• consideration of career opportunities in the digital imaging industry;  
• consideration of health and safety issues in the digital imaging industry;  
• consideration of environmental issues in the digital imaging industry; and  
• a review and evaluation of performance.  
 
 
Unit :TV and Film Production  
 This unit is about helping to gain a clear and practical hands-on experience of 
how to identify various types of film genres. This unit will help the learner to 
understand the various stages and processes which are required to make a 
short movie and screen it to an audience of friends and/or relations. It is also 
important that the learners have the  opportunity to gain constructive feedback 
from the target audience. Learners will have the opportunity of taking their 
own interests in film and translating them into an actual movie. Given the 
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flexibility of editing packages in relation to moving images, the learners will be 
able to experience the problems and progress associated with film making.  
  
By focusing on moving image production techniques, the learners will be 
working in a media environment which is occupationally relevant to modern 
film making.  
 
This unit includes:  
• consideration of health and safety issues within the TV and film production 
industry;  
• consideration of potential career opportunities within the TV and film 
production industry;  
• the movie production process;  
• editing and screening a movie;  
• consideration of environmental issues within the TV and film production 
industry; and  
• a review and evaluation of performance. 
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GCSE Religious Education 
 
 

Content of Course: 
Christian Ethics - A study of personal and family issues, matters of life and 
death, care for the environment, equality, and war and peace. 
The Revelation of God - The unit aims to introduce students to a number of 
themes in the four Gospels, based on the person and ministry of Jesus.  
These themes are:  The Identity of Jesus, The Teachings of Jesus, the Deeds 
of Jesus, and the Death and resurrection of Jesus. 
 
Assessment Arrangements: 
Full course Students will study two units; they will take two external written 
papers for each of the units studied; each paper lasts 1 hour 30 mins and has 
a 50% weighting towards overall full-course result.  It is available for 
examination only in summer exams. 
Short course students study only one paper; they take one external written 
examination paper; the paper lasts 1 hour 30 mins and has a 100% weighting 
towards the end result.  It is available for examination only in summer exams. 
 
Career Progression: 
Students have the option of continuing their study of religious education after 
GCSE by enrolling on the A Level Religious Studies Course. 
 
The study of Religious Education will provide students with a wide variety of 
skills which are transferable into a multitude of career paths, e.g. Advice 
Worker, Youth and Community Worker, Counsellor, Journalism, Teaching, 
Law or becoming a Minister of the Church.  
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Key Stage 4 Science  
 

Summary 
 
Science stimulates and excites pupils’ curiosity and their interest in, and 
knowledge of, phenomena and events of the world around them.  Through 
their work in Science, pupils are helped to understand major scientific ideas, 
to appreciate how these develop and contribute to technological change, and 
to recognise the cultural significance of Science and its worldwide 
development.  Science offers a range of activities which can engage all 
learners by linking direct practical experience with ideas, developing key skills 
and encouraging critical and creative thought, through developing and 
evaluating explanations. 
 
Pupils learn how technologies based on Science have been used in industry, 
business and medicine, and how these developments have contributed 
greatly to the quality of life for most people. 
 
Science is compulsory at Key Stage 4 and this must have a balanced 
approach i.e. the three main Sciences of Biology, Chemistry and Physics and 
must be studied in equal proportions.  Candidates are encouraged to:- 

 Develop their interest in, and enthusiasm for Science 

 Develop a critical approach to scientific evidence and methods 

 Acquire and apply skills, knowledge and understanding of how Science 
works and its essential role in society 

 Acquire scientific skills, knowledge and understanding necessary for 
progression to further learning. 

 
There are three options for GCSE Science:- 
 

1. CEA Single Award Science – equivalent to 1 GCSE 
2. CEA Double Award Science – equivalent to 2 GCSE’s 
3. Edexcel BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Principles of Applied 

Science – equivalent to 1 GCSE 
 
 
 

 
1. CEA Single Award Science (Modular) 

 
This is suitable for pupils who are fairly certain that they do not wish to 
continue with any of the Sciences at “A” level.  There are 2 tiers of entry:- 
 

Tier Grades covered 
Foundation C - G 

Higher A* - D 
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What you will be studying 
 
Unit 1: Biology Section A: Staying Alive 
   Section B:  Human Activity and Health 
 
The relative percentage weighting of this unit within the qualification is 25% 
and is assessed through an External Examination. 
 
Unit 2: Chemistry  Section A: Chemical patterns and our  
    Environment 
    Section B: Materials and their management 
 
The relative percentage weighting of this unit within the qualification is 25% 
and is assessed through an External Examination. 
 
Unit 3: Physics    Section A: Electricity, Waves and Communication 

Section B: Fossil fuels, road transport and safety, 
Radioactivity and Earth in Space. 

 
The relative percentage weighting of this unit within the qualification is 25% 
and is assessed through an External Examination. 
 
Unit 4: Practical Skills 
 
Controlled assessment is completed and is worth 25% of the total marks. 
 

Progression Opportunities 
 

A course based on this specification provides a worthwhile course for 
candidates of various ages and from diverse backgrounds in terms of general 
education and lifelong learning.  It will follow naturally from a course based on 
the programme of study for Key Stage 3 Science.   
 
Potential job occupations are Laboratory technicians, nurse, scientist, forensic 
scientist, biologist and environmental scientist. 

 
 
 

2. CEA Double Award (Modular) 
 
This is suitable for people who wish to leave their options open and who may 
wish to study a Science Post-16.  Pupils must be working at level 5 or above 
at Key Stage 3. 
 
There are 2 tiers of entry:- 
 

Tier Grades covered 
Foundation C - G 

Higher A* - D 
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What you will be studying 
 

Year 11 CCEA 
 

Unit 1: Biology 1  Living processes and Biodiversity 
 
The relative percentage weighting of this unit within the qualification is 11% 
and is assessed through an External Examination of structured questions 
lasting 1 hour. 
 
Unit 2 Chemistry 1 Structures, Trends and Chemical reactions 
 
The relative percentage weighting of this unit within the qualification is 11% 
and is assessed through an External Examination of structured questions 
lasting 1 hour. 
 
Unit 3 Physics 1 Forces and Motion, Energy, Moments and 
Radioactivity 
 
The relative percentage weighting of this unit within the qualification is 11% 
and is assessed through an External Examination structured questions lasting 
1 hour. 
 
 

Year 12 CEA  
 

 
Unit 1 Biology 2  Body Systems, Genetics, Micro organisms and Health. 
 
The relative percentage weighting of this unit within the qualification is 14% 
and is assessed through an External Examination of structured questions 
lasting 1 hour 15 mins. 
 
Unit 2 Chemistry 2 Further Chemical Reactions and Organic Chemistry. 
 
The relative percentage weighting of this unit within the qualification is 14% 
and is assessed through an External Examination of structured questions 
lasting 1 hour 15 mins. 
 
 
Unit 3 Physics 2 Waves, Sound and Light, Electricity and the Earth 
and Universe. 
 
The relative percentage weighting of this unit within the qualification is 14% 
and is assessed through an External Examination of structured questions 
lasting 1 hour 15 mins. 
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Practical Skills Unit 
 
Controlled assessment is completed by each student and is worth 25% of the 
total marks.  Students complete 2 controlled assessment tasks from a choice 
of 6.   
 
 

Progression Opportunities 
 

A course based on this specification provides a worthwhile course for 
candidates of various ages and from diverse backgrounds in terms of general 
education and lifelong learning.  It will follow naturally from a course based on 
the programme of study for Key Stage 3 Science.   
 
Potential job occupations are Chemists, Biologists, Physicists, Engineers, 
Forensic scientists, Scientists, Nurse, Pharmacist, Teacher and Occupational 
therapist, Physiotherapist. 

 
 

3. BTEC Level 2 First Certificate in Applied Science 
 
BTEC level 2 is a qualification that more and more employers are looking for 
within the fields of Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths.  The Applied 
Sciences offers a wide variety of careers, such as forensic scientist, drug 
researcher, medical physics technician, science technician and many more.  
BTEC will sharpen your skills for employment or further study. 
 
The course is 100% coursework. 
 
Unit 1: Chemistry and our Earth 
After completing this unit you should: 

1. Be able to investigate different types of chemical substances related to 
their physical properties. 

2. Be able to investigate the properties of elements relating to their atomic 
structure. 

3. Be able to investigate the factors involved in the rate of chemical 
reactions. 

4. Know the factors that are affecting the Earth and its environment. 
 
 
Unit 2: Energy and our Universe 
 

1. Know the components of the Solar System and the way the Universe is 
changing. 

2. Know how electrical energy produced from different sources can be 
transferred to electric circuits in the home and industry. 

3. Be able to investigate energy transformations 
4. Know the properties and applications of waves and radiation. 
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Unit 3: Biology and our environment 
 

1. Be able to investigate the functioning and classification of organisms. 
2. Be able to investigate the impact of human activity on the environment. 
3. Know the factors which can affect and control human health. 

 
 

Progression Opportunities 
 

A course based on this specification provides a worthwhile course for 
candidates of various ages and from diverse backgrounds in terms of general 
education and lifelong learning.  It will follow naturally from a course based on 
the programme of study for Key Stage 3 Science.   
 
Potential job occupations are Laboratory technicians, nurse, scientist, forensic 
scientist, biologist and environmental scientist. 
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Edexcel BTEC Level 2 First Award Business 

 
 
Course Aim 
BTEC Business is aimed to provide students with a clear understanding of the 
business industry and how different businesses operate and interact to meet 
the growing needs of consumer’s. Business is the process of selling and 
buying. It also refers to the activities that begin with the production of products 
and services, and ends with the use or consumption of these by customers. 
Business studies are the academic investigation of the practical and 
theoretical ways in which business works. This investigation develops 
business skills among students when they research relevant topics and 
conduct case studies.  
 
BTEC Level 2 First Award in Business is designed to introduce learners to 
working in the sector or prepare them for further study. Areas of specialism 
include Enterprise in the Business World and Finance for Business. 
 
Method of study:  
75% coursework – 3 units 
25% externally assessed exam – 1 unit 
 
What you will be studying 
Course Content:  
Complete 4 units of work including: 

 Enterprise in the Business World (coursework) 

 Finance for Business (externally assessed exam) 

 Promoting a Brand (coursework) 

 Principles of Customer Service (coursework) 
 
Progression Opportunities  
This course prepares students for further specialised courses in Business at a 
higher level. Students can further their study at year 13 by completing BTEC 
National level 3 in Business. It also prepares students for employment in 
various business areas including finance, recruitment, human resources and 
marketing.  
 
Will studying Business suit me? 
No prior achievement is required to study this course.  
The grades available through this course are the equivalent to one GCSE 
awarded at Pass - C, Merit - B, Distinction - A and Distinction* - A*.  
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EDEXCEL BTEC NQF LEVEL 2 FIRST AWARD IN SPORT 
 

 
Brief summary of the course: 
The BTEC Level 2 First Award in Sport is one of the most popular BTEC 
courses.  It is a vocational qualification that will help prepare you for a huge 
range of careers.  In your BTEC you will be studying a wide range of units all 
related to sport.  You will learn about your body and how it responds to 
exercise.  This will help you to understand how and why your body responds 
to training. 
 
Course Aim: 
The BTEC Level 2 First Award is a vocational qualification which offers an 
engaging programme for those learners who enjoy sport and are thinking 
about a possible career in the Sport and Leisure Industry whether as a leader, 
performer or official. This qualification is a 120 guided-learning-hour 
qualification (GLH) that consists of one core unit that is externally assessed 
(30GLH), one core unit that is internally assessed (30GLH) plus two optional 
specialist units (30GLH each) 
  
Method of study: 
Learners will be given the opportunity to develop practical and technical skills 
in a practical and theoretical context.  The externally assessed unit is an on-
screen computer test that will be completed in Year 11 of the Award.  For the 
internally assessed units learners are assessed on their coursework only 
whether written, verbal or performance related.  Assessment tasks and 
activities enable learners to produce valid, sufficient and reliable evidence that 
relates directly to the specified criteria.  Learners produce evidence in a 
variety of different forms, including written reports, graphs and posters, along 
with projects, performance observation and time-constrained assessments 
 
 

Edexcel BTEC Level 1/2 First Award in Sport 

Unit Core Units Assessment 
Method 

GLH 

1 Fitness for Sport and Exercise External 30 

2 Practical Sports Performance Internal 30 

 Optional Specialist Units 

3 The Mind and Sports Performance Internal 30 

4 The Sports Performer in Action Internal 30 

5 Training for Personal Fitness Internal 30 

6 Leading Sports Activities Internal 30 

 
 

Progression Opportunities: 
The BTEC Level 2 First Award in Sport gives learners the opportunity to 
develop a range of skills and techniques, personal skills and attributes 
essential for successful performance in working life.  This course gives 
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learners the opportunity to enter future employment in the sport and active 
leisure industry and to progress to further vocational qualifications in sport.   
 
 
Entry requirements: 
 
Pupils must participate in any sport regularly outside of school. 
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EDEXCEL BTEC LEVEL 2 FIRST AWARD IN HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 
     
This is a vocationally focused course that introduces pupils to the Health & Social Care 
sector.  The two year course consists of 4 units each focusing on different aspects of Health & 
Social Care.  The Level 2 course is a great introduction to studying Health & Social Care Post 
16. 
 
 

Year 
Unit Title &  

Assessment Method 
Unit Title &  

Assessment Method 

Year 11 

Unit 1:  
Human Lifespan 
Development  
Core unit  
Exam Unit 
25% of total GCSE grade 

Unit 2:  
Health and Social Care 
Values  
Core unit 
Coursework 
25% of total GCSE grade 

Year 12 

Unit 3: Effective 
communication in Health 
and Social Care 
 Specialist unit 
Coursework 
25% of total GCSE grade 

Unit 6: The impact of 
nutrition on Health and 
Well-being 
Specialist unit 
Coursework 
25% of total GCSE grade 

 
Unit Outline 
 
 Unit 1: Human Lifespan Development 
 
This unit explores how people grow and develop throughout our lives.  It also looks at the 
factors and life events that can affect a person’s health. 
 
While completing this piece of coursework, students will investigate what it means to provide 
high quality care to service users.  This will require students to look at the care values within 
the Health & Social Care and the Early Years sectors. 
 
Unit 3: Effective Communication in Health and Social Care 
 
This unit will investigate what it means to communicate, how to do it effectively and the 
consequences if someone has communication difficulties.  It will also raise awareness of how 
non-verbal communication can affect relationships between service providers and services 
users.  The students will also be given the opportunity to learn forms for alternative 
communication, for example, sign language. 
 
Unit 6: The Impact of Nutrition on Health and Well-being 
 
Throughout the completion of this unit students will examine what it means to have a 
balanced diet and the impact diet has on a person’s health and well-being.  It will also look at 
how a person’s nutritional needs change as they grow and move from one life stage to 
another. 
 
Possible Career Pathways 
 

Nurse 
Physiotherapi

st 
Youth Worker Child Minder 

Nursery 
Nurse 

Mental Health 
Nurse 

Teacher Mid-wife Dietician Health Visitor 
Playschool 
Assistant 

Dental Nurse 

Social Worker 
Children’s 

Nurse 
Health & 

Safety Officer 
Speech 

Therapist 
Occupational 

Therapy 
Ambulance 

Service 
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BTEC Level 2 First Award in Performing Arts 

 
Content of Course: 
The BTEC Level 2 First Award in Performing Arts (Acting) is the equivalent of 
one GCSE grade A* - C. You will be required to complete three units. 
 
Unit 1: Individual Showcase 
 
This unit covers what to include in a letter of application and how to prepare 
audition pieces or presentations that demonstrate your relevant skills and 
knowledge. You will choose one from a number of possible progression 
opportunities as the basis for your work.  
 
 
Unit 2: Preparation, Performance and Production 
 
In this unit you will learn how to develop a performance piece as a member of 
a 
fictional performance company. You will take on a specific performing or 
production role and will prepare for, and produce, a performance by carrying 
out tasks that are appropriate to your role. No matter what role you undertake, 
you will also need to explore the performance piece you are working on. 
 
 
Unit 3 Acting Skills 
 
You will be introduced to important acting skills and will learn about the 
specific demands that acting makes on the body and mind. In particular, you 
will undertake a programme of regular exercises to help you master the 
techniques that will enable you to control and use your voice and body to 
communicate a character or role. As well as physical skills, you will need to 
use your imagination to create characters or roles.  

 

 

Career Progression 
 
University to study Drama/ Performing Arts/Dance/Media/English 
Actor/Director/Sound Engineer/Stage Manager/Lighting Technician 
Arts Administrator (university degree required) 
Broadcasting 
Drama Therapist 
Dresser 
Events Officer 
Film Production 
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Travel and Tourism BTEC Level 2 Award 
 
Course Outline 
 
The BTEC in Travel and Tourism is designed to allow students to gain a 
sound understanding of the key features of travel and tourism industries and 
how they operate and interact to meet the growing needs of today’s 
customers. Students will explore concepts such as marketing and customer 
service. There is also a strong focus on the functions of travel and tourism 
industries. 
The course will also involve a work placement to give you experience of a 
relevant career in a local travel and tourism organisation. 
 
Assessment  
 
Four  units 
 
Unit 1: The UK Travel and Tourism Sector – exam  
Unit 2: UK Travel and Tourism destinations – coursework  
Unit 4: International Travel and Tourism Destinations – coursework  
Unit 6: The Travel and Tourism Customer Experience - coursework 
 
Where will BTEC Level 2 in Travel and Tourism lead? 
 
This course prepares students for either further specialised courses in Travel 
and Tourism. We run a very popular and successful Level 3 course in Travel 
and Tourism at NCIC. Northern Ireland is a major tourism area and there are 
therefore a huge number of employment opportunities. 
. Career specialisms that can be derived from this course include: 
•Holiday representative 
•Tour manager 
•Tourism officer 
•Tourist information centre manager 
•Travel agency manager 
•Customer service manager 
•Event organiser 
•Hotel manager 
•Outdoor activities/education  
 
Will it suit me? 
No prior attainment is required to study this course.  
The grades available through this course are the equivalent of two GCSE’s 
awarded at Pass, Merit, and Distinction. [Pass = 2 C’s/ Merit = 2 B’s/ 
Distinction = 2 A’s] 
 
"Tourism is the fastest growing industry in the world. With the development of 
better transport links, more places to visit and more leisure time the trend is 

set to continue" 
Richard Branson 
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Occupational studies 
 

Qualification 
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OSQs 
 

 
OSQ stands for Occupational Studies Qualification 

 

 OSQs are designed to be accessible to a wide range of students of all 
abilities.  

 The qualification has been designed to provide a more “hands-on” 
approach to learning. 

 What makes it different is that it focuses on a particular kind of 
knowledge, understanding and skills providing the potential for learning 
in an important “out-of-school” context.  

 The qualification will appeal to students who are better suited to 
develop their skills in a more practical, occupationally orientated 
environment, which provides variety in the way they work and are 
assessed at Key Stage 4. 
 

 
 
At North Coast Integrated College we offer a number of Occupational Areas to 
choose from: 
 
Engineering & Engineering Services                 Design & Creativity 
Construction                                                       Business & Services 
Environment & Society                                     Technology & Innovation  
 
There are no formal exams in this qualification. Pupils are assessed 
through a portfolio of their work which they build up over two years and 
are therefore continually assessed. 
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OSQ Child Care 
This Occupational Studies Qualification is made up of two units, based on 
different developmental stages of childhood; Baby & Toddler needs and also 
Pre-School/P1 Aged Children. 
 
Enable Children to Participate in Play 
 
This unit is suitable for those who wish to gain an initial understanding of the 
importance of play when working with young children. Play is an essential 
element in young children’s learning. This unit will help the students 
understand how providing appropriate activities, experiences and equipment 
can encourage child’s learning. This unit will also help the student to 
understand how you can support children’s learning. The unit is split into two 
sections, section 1 ‘The importance of language and communication activities 
in children’s play’ and section 2 ‘Play different types of games with young 
children’.  This unit gives the pupils an opportunity to create their own learning 
resources for children and then to go out into a primary school classroom 
where they get to use their own resources with children. 
 
The content of the unit includes: 

 a basic outline of the expected pattern of children’s physical, 
communication, intellectual, social, emotional and behavioural 
development 

 the importance of play in children’s learning and development; 

 play, language and communication 

 books, poems, games and rhymes for the age group of your choice 

 communication difficulties 

 Health and Safety 
 
The Physical Care and Development of the Child 
 
This unit is designed to enable those working with children to understand the 
main characteristics of a safe, secure and stimulating child care and education 
environment.  This unit is also split into two sections; Section 1 ‘The physical 
care of children under 3 years’ and Section 2 ‘Providing a safe and secure 
environment for children under 3 years’.  This unit give pupils an opportunity 
to learn how to care for a baby, mixing formula bottles and cook nutritional 
meals for babies when they are being weaned and also as they become 
toddlers.  During this unit the pupils will have  the opportunity to care for a 
Virtual Baby. 
 
The contents of the unit include: 

 basic needs 

 physical care 

 cultural requirements for care 

 hygiene and protection procedures 

 nutrition 

 providing a safe environment 
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OS Engineering & Engineering Services. 
  

 

 In this area the student will complete 2 units of work for each OS they 
choose. 

 There are 3 areas taught in T&D.  They are listed below with a brief 
explanation of content. 

 
 
 

 
OS Engineering & Engineering Services. 

  

 Unit 1 Electrical Wiring Practices.  (In this unit the pupil will experience 
some of the skills required to be an electrician.  They will learn how to:  
a) wire a 13amp plug, b) wire a simple lighting circuit, c) wire a ring 
main. 

 Unit 2 Electronic Circuit Construction (In this unit the pupil will 
experience some of the skills required to be an instrument technician.  
They will learn how to:  a) Make PCB’s (printed circuit board), b) Build 
and design simple electronic circuits.  c) Solder components to a circuit 
board. 

 
 

OSQ Construction 
 

 Unit 1 Carpentry & Joinery (In this unit the pupil will experience some 
of the skills required to be a joiner.)   

 Unit 2 Bench Joinery (In this unit the pupil will experience some of the 
skills required to be a workshop joiner.)   

 
 

Technology and Innovation 
 

Unit I  Manufacturing Techniques (Hand assembly) (In this unit the pupil 
will experience some of the skills required to be an engineer/fitter.) They 
will learn how to work with metal, notching, filing, drilling, riveting, tapping, 
threading etc. 
Unit 2 Auto-Cad (In this unit the pupil will experience some of the skills 
required to be an architect, quantity surveyor.) They will learn how to draw 
engineering drawing using auto-cad. 

 
OSQ Engineering 

 
Unit 1 : Basic fast fit operations 
Unit 2 : Basic vehicle Components 
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OSQ Hair and Beauty Therapy 
 
 
This mostly practical course aims to provide the skills needed in today’s 
Beauty and Hairdressing salons, giving the student the opportunity to learn in 
a realistic working environment. 
 
This two year course gives the student the option to study 4 units: 
Unit 1- Salon Reception 
The student will be able to take on the role of receptionist and will 
professionally answer the telephone, greet clients, make appointments and 
take payments. 
 
Unit 2-Shampooing, Conditioning and Blow drying of hair 
The student will learn the massage movements needed for shampoo and 
conditioning and learn how to blow-dry hair using professional techniques. 
 
Unit 3- Facial Skincare 
The student will learn to provide a basic facial using complementary products, 
also gaining the theory knowledge required to carry out this treatment. 
 
Unit 4- Manicure 
The student will learn how to give a full manicure to include nail, cuticle and 
massage treatments as well as studying the theory of manicure. 
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OSQ Sport, Leisure and Tourism 
 
 
This course provides students with a qualification that is equivalent to a GCSE 
 
This subject teaches skills required to work within the field of Sport and 
Leisure and Tourism.  As far as is possible the course is run on a practical 
basis with students visiting and using community facilities whenever possible. 
 
The following 2 units are studied for single award: 
 
Running a Leisure Event involves planning the event, the actual running of it 
and the evaluation of it after the event has taken place. Examples of events 
include a table quiz, football competition etc. 
 
Sports Leadership aims to introduce students to the skills required to run a 
sports session and to assist in the running of sports and activity sessions.  It 
aims to provide the groundwork for students to understand the development of 
sport and leisure at a local and national level. An example would be taking a 
class for bench football. 
 
The qualification is awarded on three levels; level 1 and level 2 at Pass, Merit 
or Distinction and First Skills 1,2 and 3. 
 
Assessment takes place throughout the course and is practical in nature.  
Students will take part in a wide range of practical activities in all three fields. 
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OCCUPATIONAL STUDIES : DESIGN & CREATIVITY 
 

Interior Design and Specialist Craft. 
 
Course Content: 
. Unit 1 – Interior Design 
. Unit 2 – Specialist Craft 
 
Unit 1 Interior Design 
This unit is suitable for those who wish to gain a basic understanding of 
interior design practice and who may be interested in pursuing careers within 
this growing industry. Learners will learn the basic skills in planning a design 
from conception. 
 
Structure of unit 
This unit is divided into three sections: 
Section 1 Health and Safety Requirements. 
Section 2 Skills and Procedures. 
Section 3 The Design Brief. 
 
 
Unit 2 – Specialist Crafts (Photography). 
 
This unit will allow learners to gain an understanding of a specialised craft. 
The emphasis will be on developing skills within a chosen area through the 
use of materials, techniques and processes. 
 
Structure of unit 
This unit is divided into four sections: 
Section 1 Health and Safety Requirements. 
Section 2 Research and Practise Craft Techniques. 
Section 3 Develop skills in relation to Craft. 
Section 4 Peer and Self-Evaluation.  
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Os Design & Creativity: Website Development &Graphic Design 
 
 

 
Website development 

 
This unit is designed to develop vocational skills in website development and 
associated activities. Learners will develop skills in planning, producing and 
presenting a website (based on client brief ) using industry standard 
procedures. 
 
This unit includes: 
 
• consideration of health and safety issues in the website development 
industry; 
• consideration and identification of career opportunities in the website 
development industry; 
• the principles of website development; 
• responding to a design brief; 
• using website design software; 
• testing, publishing and content managing a website; 
• consideration of energy efficiency, waste reduction and other environmental 
issues within the website development industry; and 
• a review and evaluation of performance. 

 
Graphic Design 

 
This unit is designed to develop skills in graphic design and associated 
activities. Learners will develop skills in planning, producing, and presenting a 
graphic design project (based on a client brief ) using industry standard 
procedures. 
 
This unit includes: 
• consideration of health and safety issues in the graphic design industry; 
• consideration of employment opportunities in the graphic design industry; 
• the principles of graphic design; 
• responding to a design brief; 
• generation of ideas; 
• using design software; 
• presenting the final outcome; 
• consideration of environmental issues in the graphic design industry; and 

• a review and evaluation of performance 
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Certificate of Personal Effectiveness Level  2 COPE 

What is it? 

The Certificate of Personal Effectiveness is a nationally recognised 
qualification outcome of the ASDAN programmes. The qualifications offer 
imaginative ways of accrediting young people's activities. They promote, and 
allow centres to record, a wide range of personal qualities, abilities and 
achievements of young people, as well as introducing them to new activities 
and challenges.  

Facts and figures 

CoPE at Level 2 is worth 46 points (comparable to a GCSE Grade B). 

Structure 

Pupils must produce a portfolio of evidence, the course is completely 
coursework based and no exam element. The CoPE Student Book comprises 
12 modules, each of which is divided into three sections. Each section should 
take 10 hours, which is worth one credit and pupils need to gain 12 credits for 
their qualification. 

The module titles are: 

 Communication 
 Citizenship and Community 
 Sport and Leisure 
 Independent Living 
 The Environment 
 Vocational Preparation 
 Health and Fitness 
 Work Related Learning and Enterprise 
 Science and Technology 
 International Links 
 Expressive Arts 
 Beliefs and Values 

Throughout their Portfolio of Evidence pupils must demonstrate competence 
in the following skills:  

Introduction to Working with Others,  
Introduction to Improving own Learning and Performance, 
Introduction to Problem Solving,  
Planning and Carrying out a Piece of Research,  
Communication through Discussion  
Planning and Giving an Oral Presentation. 

The purpose of the Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (CoPE) is to enable 
candidates to develop and demonstrate personal, key and employability skills, 
to broaden their experience and manage their learning in a variety of real life 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwizrqrWv8zKAhVF8RQKHfTwD0AQFggjMAI&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.asdan.org.uk%2Fcourses%2Fqualifications%2Fcertificate-of-personal-effectiveness-level-1-and-2&usg=AFQjCNHr9ZrCUYpZW5LekCdkQJ4xLY6P4w
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contexts. It aims to teach candidates to understand, take responsibility for and 
learn from appropriate activities, rather than simply to experience them.  

Candidates are required to provide, through a range of activities, evidence of 
understanding and skills development against a set of standards. This 
quantifies and formalises their preparedness to progress into further 
education, for study at level 3, for vocational training and apprenticeships, and 
for employment and life. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 51 

 
 

  

 Subject Teacher 

GCSE Art Mrs Shaw / Mrs Mc Mullan 

 English Mrs Neill/Mrs Bell/ Mrs Casson/ Miss 
Hughes/ Miss Wallace 

 English Literature Mrs Neill 

 French Ms Mc Stocker / Ms Mc Clements/ Mrs 
Maguire 

 Geography Mrs Mc Dowell /  Mr Strong 

 History Mr McGoldrick/Ms O’Neill 

 Child Development Mrs Evans  

 Hospitality Mrs Evans/  Mrs Creelman 

 ICT Mrs Shaw/  Mrs Kelly/ Mrs Tasker 

 Learning for life and 
work 

Mrs Atherton 

 Media Studies Mrs Bell 

 Music Miss Gault 

 Science Mrs Brown / Mrs Mc Fadden /Mrs 
Atherton/ Mrs Lyttle 

 Spanish Ms Mc Stocker / Ms McClements  

 Construction Mr Stewart / Mr Uprichard 

 Maths Mrs McClean / Mrs Bryson/ Mr 
Smyth/Miss McFarland  

 Religion Mr Greene /Mrs Atherton 

 Moving Image Arts Mrs McMullan 

BTEC Business Mrs Kelly 

 Sport Mr Reddin / Mrs Mc Garry 

 Health & social Care Mr Wilkinson/ Mrs Tohill 

 Performing Arts Miss Hughes 

 Travel & Tourism Mrs Maguire 

   

OSQ Sport, Leisure & 
Tourism 

Mr Strong 

 Hairdressing & Beauty Mrs McClelland 

 Engineering & 
Engineering Services 

Mr Stewart / Mr Uprichard 

 Childcare Mrs Evans/ Mrs Passmore 

 Design Mrs Shaw/Mrs Mc Mullan 
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